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Christopher Abruzzo
Acting Secretory
PA Deportment of Environmental Protection
76th Floor, RochelCarson Stote Office Buitding
400 Market Street
Harrisburg, PA 77707-2301

De o r Secreto ry Abr uzzo :

ln regard to the proposed technicol guidonce, Sewoge Facilities Planning Module Review for On-
lot Sewage Systems Proposed in High Quality ond ExceptionalValue Wotersheds (DEP lD: 385-2208-001),
please understand that we shore significont concerns with this guidonce os written.

As you know, in many rural areos ocross the Commonwealth, traditional municipol wostewoter
treatment focilities simply connot be located neor mony homes ond growing oreos nor in o cost-effective
monner. Accordingly, residents ond communities hove relied upon on-lot systems for sewoge
treatment. And, they have proudly done so in o monner consistent with estoblished regulations which
have protected our voluable woter resources. ln foct, the ability of our streoms to be designated os High

Quolity ond Exceptionol Value demonstrotes thot efforts to protect woter quolity have been successful.

Moreover, this guidonce seems to be bosed not on science, but rather, on streom
designotion. For example, on-lot systems depend upon foctors such os system size and type and soil
conditions for proper ond effective sewoge treotment. Yet the concepts and best manogement proctices
outlined in the guidonce rely upon wotershed classificotion as their basis rother than the octuol
functionolity of o proposed on-lot system.

Finally, as our economy continues to struggle, rurol communities simply connot afford odditional
costs placed upon home buyers, homeowners, ond businesses that further impede economic
growth. The technicol guidance contained in this document will certoinly increase the costs of new on-lot
systems, but also render these systems as cost-prohibitive in mony locations or simply prohibited in
others. Any such outcome would devolue property, weaken tox boses, ond strip landowners of the rights
to their property.
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Our residents and communities deserve better. Therefore, we ore opposed to this technicol
guidance ond osk thot the Department refroin from implementing these proposols ond conduct further
analysis before reintroducing a similar conceptuol plon to oddress sewoge treotment in High Quolity and

Exceptionol Volue Watersheds pursuont to the Pine Creek legol chollenge.

Thank you for your ottention to ond consideration of our comments. Should you need onything

further regarding this matter, pleose do not hesitote to contoct us.
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Sondra J. Mojor
State Representative
777th District

Sincerely,
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Liso Baker
State Senotor
2o'h District

Dovid M. Moloney
Stote Representotive
73o'h District

Stote Representotive
84'n District
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Morio M. Scovello
State Representotive

Stote Representotive
78gth District

State Representative
778th District

Martin T. Couser
Stote Representative
6/h District
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State Representotive

73gth Distict

cc: Thomas Starosto




