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Good morning Chairpersons and members of the Senate and House Veterans Affairs and Emergency 

Preparedness Committees. 

I want to thank both committees for the opportunity to speak today in reference of the needs and care of 

the Veterans of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

The Pennsylvania State Veterans Commission as defined in title 51 is comprised of The Adjutant 

General (T.A.G.) Major General Tony Carrelli, the Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans Affairs 

(D.A.G.) Major General (Retired) Eric Weller, along with the State Commander, Commandant or 

President of the following organizations:  The American Legion, American Veterans (Am Vets), 

Blinded Veterans Association, Catholic War Veterans of the United States of America, Disabled 

American Veterans, Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America, Marine Corps League, 

Military Order of the Purple Heart, State Association of County Directors of Veterans Affairs, Veterans 

of Foreign Wars, Italian American War Veterans of the United States, The Vietnam Veterans of 

America, American Ex-Prisoners of War, Keystone Paralyzed Veterans Association, Military Officers 

Association, The Korean War Veterans Association, and Four Members at Large appointed by the 

Governor, each whom must be a member in good and regular standing of a Pennsylvania branch, Post, 

Lodge or Club of a recognized national Veterans Organization active in this commonwealth with at least 

one being a female Veteran, and one being a Veteran from the Vietnam Era.  They shall serve a term of 

4 years and until a successor has been appointed by the Governor. 

The State Adjutants for the American Legion, the Disabled American Veterans, the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars, and the Executive Director of Am Vets are non-voting members. 

There are currently 5 committees active within the SVC. 
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 The first is the Grants to Veteran Service Officer Programs Committee (commonly referred to as Act 66 

of 2007): 

They are formed to demonstrate the current use of those funds and to show why additional funds are 

needed to make sure that the Veterans of this Commonwealth are assured that they receive the care and 

benefits that they have so rightfully earned. 

Pennsylvania has the 4th largest Veteran population in the Country however we are not 4th in the country 

when it comes to dollars awarded through both Pension and Compensation.  We are 6th based on the 

GDX report from the VA for FY 2016.  However, if you were to calculate dollars per capita Veteran 

population you would find that we are even lower than that.  For example, Alabama by the same report 

has a Veteran Population of 373,761 with their pension and compensation from the VA at 

2,062,094,000. 

Pennsylvania with a Veteran population of 819,185 on the 2016 GDX Report has received 

$2,612,747,000. 

To change these statistics, we need funding authorized to hire and train additional Veterans Service 

officers. That is currently semi-funded thru Act 66 of 2007, which allows the service orgs to hire 

additional personnel.  It was slated to receive additional funding through last year’s budget, but was 

withdrawn. This program needs to be fully backed to ensure that there are sufficient trained VSO’s to 

assist Veterans. Since its inception in 2007, looking at the VA’s GDX report, there were 1,057,073 

Veterans in Pennsylvania the total expenditure into PA from the VA was 2,840,523,000 with 

Compensation and pension being 1,167,287,000. Now looking at the VA GDX Report for FY 2016 we 

see that the Veteran population has decreased to 845,507 However; we saw a dramatic increase in 

benefits paid, total expenditure was 5,480,864,000 this is an increase of 2,640,341,000 almost doubled, 
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then looking at the amount that was Compensation and Pension it increased to 2,612,747,000 an increase 

more than double. 

Since inception there has been 21,194,785 put into the program and although the Veteran population 

decreased the monies from the VA increased by 1.5 billion seems like a great investment to me. 

The current Veteran population today is approximately 820,000.  When adding dependents eligible for 

benefits the number of persons eligible to receive funding increases. 

When you couple Grants to Veterans Service Officer Programs along with the extensive training now 

being given to the County Directors of Veterans Affairs thru MDVA which they also invite the service 

orgs to attend we have seen a huge spike. It is however not big enough because although we have the 4th 

largest Veterans population in the county we are far from being 4th in terms of monies received from the 

VA we as a Commonwealth need to invest more into getting more trained VSO’s into the mix. 

  In addition, county code states that every county is to have a Director of Veterans Affairs Many 

counties struggle due to the unfunded mandates forced upon them there needs to be additional funding 

provided to ensure county Veterans office are also fully staffed the amount of funding that the VA 

currently gives to veterans of this Commonwealth would most definitely increase. It stands to reason 

that if we have the 4th largest Veteran population we should also have the 4th largest receipt of VA 

monies coming in. 

Next is the By-Laws Committee: 

Their function is to draft a set of By-Laws that will set forth a guideline for the Commission to use going 

forward.  Currently there are no by-laws by which the Commission conducts business. Having these in 
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place will help in the future as the commission moves forward in the efforts to ensure that we are 

striving to represent the Veterans and their families in the best possible manner. 

The Legislative Committee: 

The Legislative committee is tasked with tracking current bills and reporting to the commission those 

that the committee thinks are most needing to be tracked and whether it is a bill that will benefit our 

Veterans and families, or a bill that may be seen as a detriment to their benefits and/or care as well as 

recommendations on items to the commission that they as a committee believe should be pushed for a 

bill submission. 

Pensions & Relief / Grave Marking / State Military Cemetery Committee: 

HB 304 Sponsored by Representative Goodman in Ref. to Section 7701 (b) and 7702 (a) of Title 51 has 

been submitted and referred to the Committee of Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness on Feb 

3, 2017. 

This recommends increasing both the Blinded Veterans Pension and the Amputee and Paralyzed 

Veterans pension from 150.00 dollars a month to 200.00 dollars, to take effect immediately.  We would 

ask that this bill be passed as soon as possible to some of our Veterans who struggle with day-to-day 

living. 

County Code authorizes the payment of 75 dollars towards the funeral bill of a deceased War Era 

Veteran and the like amount for the Surviving widow upon her death.  County code goes on to state that 

it can be raised to 100.00 dollars.  In looking back at death records, in my county in 1914, 50 dollars was 

paid, however, the cost of the burial including plot, casket and digging of the grave was less than 100 

dollars. The average cost of a burial today is 10,000 dollars plus the expense of the plot and digging of 

the grave. County Code needs to be updated with an increase as well as the requirement for funeral 
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homes to notify Counties on the death of a Veteran as required in County Code Section 1912; some 

refuse due to the time it takes to fill out the paperwork versus the amount that is paid out and then based 

on code it can only be paid out to war era Veterans. Counties are required to make a report of all Veteran 

deaths to the Department of Military Affairs of the Commonwealth as per County Code Section 1923 

Sub section g (3). 

We would ask that War Era be removed, for when a Veteran went into the service they basically signed 

over a check to the Country, State and County of record for a price up to and including his or her life.  

Just because they were fortunate enough to have served during a time of peace is, there service any less 

valuable?  As well, please consider this: all Veterans got dressed to go to the dance, not everyone went 

to the dance floor.  

The Real Estate Tax Exemption Committee: 

As discussed during the testimony last year given by Chairman John Brenner: 

On the area of Property Tax Exemption currently to be eligible for this program a Veteran must be a 

War Era Veteran be rated 100% permanent and total or be paid at the 100% rate due to IU and meet the 

income guidelines. As brought to you at last year’s testimony given by Chairman John Brenner, we 

would still like to see a constitutional change to include the surviving spouse of a service member Killed 

in Action (KIA). This family has given 100% to the cause of freedom and this is a small price to be paid. 

As well, remove the War Time Era stipulation so that any Veteran rated 100% permanent and total or IU 

would be able to apply for and be granted property tax exemption. We would ask that all legislators 

agree to let this bill go through with no attachments or riders and that it pass as a standalone bill. 

Lastly on RETX, make the ruling that the exemption be granted based on the date stamp on the 
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application and not have to wait until the following tax cycle so that all Counties apply this benefit 

equally.  

Funding for state Veterans Homes: 

With Pennsylvania having the 4th largest veteran population in the country it is inconceivable why last 

years proposed budget was cut. Even if the funding were to be the exact same as the year prior, it is still 

a cut in that, based on union contacted raises and the increased cost of health care, the funds left for care 

dwindle. With that dwindled amount, the same number of Veterans still need to be cared for and in all 

actuality the numbers are rising.  Our Veteran population is getting older and more will be needing care. 

Many forget that without their services and sacrifices many of you would not be able to do what you are 

here doing today. 

I thank you again for allowing me the time today to speak on the needs of our Veterans. 
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