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Special Education vs General Education
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School District of Lancaster
Special Education Demographics
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It is important to note here that although our percentage is higher than the rest of the state, our identification rate is commensurate.  The xxx indicates we had less than 10 student in that category. The Speech and Language rate may be higher because we have many students enrolling from Early intervention. 



~ Disability Trend In SDOL
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This will give a seven year trend of students with disabilities in SDOL.  We are seeing a huge increase of autism.  Students with autism require high level of services.  Often personal care assistants and specialize related services.  We are seeing a decrease in SLD due to a variety of instructional intervention and intervening more intensely with speech and language prior to identifying SLD.  The total represents a continual decrease in identification.  Increase in students requiring multiple disabilities support.  


|dentification Rate of Students in
SDOL

* A decrease in Specific Learning Disability do to
instructional interventions at all sites

e An increase in Autism and Other Health
Impairment.

o Of the 180+ students new special education
students for the 2010-2011 SY, 56.7% entered
already eligible for services.
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Autism and MDS are pretty clear diagnosis,,,not a way to “over represent” they are conditions.  In the area where school districts are accused of over identification, SLD, we are significantly decreasing that category of need.
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We have dedicated staff and a diverse population of
students.

Providing a
quality Free and
Appropriate
Education
without
appropriate
funding streams
is a challenge we

face every day.



State funding comparing SDOL and
three neighboring districts
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SDOL Special Education Funding
20082009 12009-2010 __[2010-2011

Net Funding of $20,698, 340 $23,243,661 $24,427,291
Special Education

Percentage of 1 3.4% 14.8% 14.9%
District Spending

Percentage
funded through
IDEA

Percentage
funded



Measures to Reduce Costs
I T S T

FTE Special Ed |55
Teachers

FTE 95 89 85
Paraprofessionals

FTE Clerical 7 7 6
Support

FTE Psychologists 8 8 7
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We are already below the recommended threshold for school psychologists, in an effort to reduce affects on services, we are reducing as far away from the classroom as possible.
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You could start with the prompt, who do we get to choose not to fund…and mention names as they appear….Ian, Jose, Michael, Jose, Marielys, Andrew...Lauretta…


Closing Remarks
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I am sure you already know what you want to stay, but as I think through this..I am thinking mentioning the state of urgency….we cannot to afford to do more with less…
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