SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA
BILL SUMMARY

Senate Bill 579
Printer’s No. 628

Prime Sponsor: Senator Greenleaf
Committee: Judiciary

SYNOPSIS:

This bill consolidates several statutes into Title 44 (Law and Justice) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes. Title 44 will be known as the Law and Justice Code. Several other titles are amended for the
purpose of updating references relating to provisions added to Title 44.

SUMMARY:

This codification includes the following statutes: the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and
Delinquency Law, 1978 Act 274; the Deputy Sheriffs” Education and Training Act, 1984 Act 2; and the
Crime Victims” Act, 1998 Act 111. The provisions of these three acts are incorporated into the Law and
Justice Code and repealed. The Senior Citizen Advisory Committee Act, 1998 Act 152, is repealed as
obsolete.

Outline of Title 44
Chapter 1 (General Provisions; short title: Law and Justice Code)
Chapter 31 (Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency)
Chapter 73 (Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs)
Chapter 75 (Victim Advocate)
Chapters 81 through 95 (Victim Services)

Currently, Title 44 (Law and Justice) contains provisions relating to DNA data and testing (Chapter 23)
and constables (Chapter 71). These provisions will be retained and will not be affected by the
consolidation. With the addition of the three statutes codified by this legislation, Title 44 will
complement the Crimes Code (Title 18) and the Judicial Code (Title 42) in providing for criminal justice
and other legal matters.

Technical provisions

The bill amends Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses), 22 (Detectives and Private Police), 23
(Domestic Relations), 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) and 61 (Prisons and Parole) to change
references from the repealed acts to the provisions of the Law and Justice Code added by this
legislation. The bill also includes transitional provisions making clear that all activities initiated by the
agencies affected by this bill under the repealed acts shall continue and remain in full force and effect
and may be completed under the provisions of the Law and Justice Code.
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EFFECTIVE DATE:
This bill is effective in sixty days.

BILL HISTORY:

There is no history for this bill during this legislative session.

Prepared by: Cawley 3/11/2016
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