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Good morning Chairman Yaw and members of the Senate Urban Affairs and Housing Committee. 

My name is Greg Herb and I have been in the real estate business for over 30 years. I am the 

Legislative Chair of the Pennsylvania Association of Realtors® (PAR) and previously served as the 

association president in 2009.  

 

On behalf of nearly 30,000 Realtors® in Pennsylvania, I am here to present testimony on carbon 

monoxide (CO) detectors in existing housing stock. I would like to take this opportunity to share 

our position on CO detector requirements. 

 
Senator Browne recently introduced Senate Bill 920 which would require homeowners to 

demonstrate that the home is equipped with a CO detector upon the sale of their property. 

Representative Frank Farry also plans to introduce similar legislation in the coming weeks. PAR has 

met with both legislators to convey its concerns and to provide a less invasive but equally effective 

solution. 

 

First and foremost, PAR supports the use of CO detectors in single- and two- family dwellings that 

utilize fossil burning fuels and/or have attached garages. We fully understand the necessity of 

protecting Pennsylvanians in their homes. In fact, many Realtors® give CO detectors to new 

homebuyers as housewarming gifts. 



  

 

 

As currently written, Senate Bill 920 includes a point-of-sale requirement which incorporates costly 

municipal inspections. PAR does not support point-of-sale mandates because they hinder real estate 

transactions. PAR supports a common sense approach for the use of CO detectors. We believe that 

consumers should be alerted of the presence of CO detectors in residences through the Sellers 

Property Disclosure Statement.   

 

PAR supports the use of CO detectors in multi-family homes. The property manager should be 

responsible for the installation of the CO detectors until the tenant takes possession of the property. 

We agree with Senate Bill 920 that the tenant must maintain the detector during the time of the 

lease. PAR suggests that the tenant should be made aware of the presence of a CO detector and 

their responsibilities by the landlord upon entering into a lease agreement.   

  

PAR looks forward to finding a common sense solution that is more user-friendly for consumers. 

We fully understand and respect the safety issues and support them but we believe that changes to 

the bill must be made in the best interest of the consumer. 

 

Thank you again for this opportunity to provide testimony on the use of carbon monoxide detectors 

in homes.  


