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Goals

• Two major U.S. demographic trends:
– Population aging
– Immigration 

• How they affect Pennsylvania

• Can immigration offset population aging?



Population Aging
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Population Aging
Causes

Aging of the Baby 
Boom

Current Low Fertility



Population Aging
Consequences



Population Aging
Pennsylvania



Population Aging
Causes
Aging of Baby Boom

Low Fertility
United States: 1.90
Pennsylvania: 1.75 

Out Migration

“Brain Drain”



Immigration
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Can Immigration Offset Population Aging?





Can Immigration Offset Population Aging?

Only Temporarily

(immigrants get old too) 



But immigrants can potentially 
help us manage population aging

• Slows down population decline

• Offers a flexible labor force

• Offsets brain drain



QUESTIONS?
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